
EU Read & Art
Training on the creation of book trailers



About Academia

VET Based in Maribor, Slovenia
➢ We offer programmes in the areas of:

○ Business
○ Media Production
○ Engineering

➢ Experience on KA2 and KA1 projects



About the trainer

Daniel Perdiguero Rodríguez
➢ Creative media production instructor

○ AV production
○ Photography and Computer Graphics
○ Project Work in Photography

➢ BA Media and Communications
➢ MEd majoring HEI and VET
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Link to App

https://lucid.app/lucidchart/fe11b9bd-e162-471c-8c11-a2eb4019a872/edit?viewport_loc=-234%2C-158%2C2454%2C1094%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_a4a235a8-25e7-424f-80c3-4f354af5d6a4


A trailer is a commercial advertisement, originally for a feature film that is going to be 
exhibited in the future at a movie theater/cinema.
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A trailer is a commercial advertisement, originally for a feature film that is going to be 
exhibited in the future at a movie theater/cinema.

In our case, however, we are going to be using the so-called “book trailers” with 
another scope and sense, as a promotional video to showcase a book.

What’s a book trailer?
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Our main aims with the book trailers will focus on:

● Generate interest for reading the book covered
● Promoting authors and protect European culture
● Increasing the willingness of the trailer viewers to read, in general

What’s a book trailer?
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Trailers come in many different ways, trying to be innovative and preserve the surprise factor that will 
allow to engage the audience.
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Trailers come in many different ways, trying to be innovative and preserve the surprise factor that will 
allow to engage the audience.

Some of the categories of trailers that we can find (but not only) are:

What types of trailer can we find?

Featurettes 

Behind-the-scenes, “making-of” footage 
edited into a film about a film, or a TV show 
about a TV show. They used to be televised 

to fill out the time slot; now they are 
routinely included on the DVD and at the 

film or TV show’s website.

Clips

Footage from the feature distributed 
ahead of release as a literal “preview.”



What types of trailer can we find?

Teasers 

Advance announcement of a coming 
attraction, typically 6 months to a year ahead 
of release, intended to promote awareness.

Often, these short, conceptually ambitious 
“announcements” lack footage from the film 

itself, since the film itself hasn’t yet been shot 
or edited.



What types of trailer can we find?

Standard Trailer (90” – 2’ 30” in length) 

A short film promoting a feature, 
combining story details, scenes from the 

feature, cast run, titles and release 
information. Typically exhibited 

theatrically 2-3 months before the film’s 
release.

Teasers 

Advance announcement of a coming 
attraction, typically 6 months to a year ahead 
of release, intended to promote awareness.

Often, these short, conceptually ambitious 
“announcements” lack footage from the film 

itself, since the film itself hasn’t yet been shot 
or edited.



What types of trailer can we find?

Mashups

User Generated Trailer, combining the trailers 
for two very different movies into one, 

humorous “fake” movie preview.



What types of trailer can we find?

Long Trailer

The Motion Picture Association of 
America allows each major studio to 
produce and exhibit one 4:00 minute 

trailer per year. The long trailer is 
usually produced for the distributor’s 

most high-profile release.

Mashups

User Generated Trailer, combining the trailers 
for two very different movies into one, 

humorous “fake” movie preview.
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Which one do you think that we will use?

Name Characteristics

Clips Footage from the feature distributed ahead of release as a literal “preview.”

Featurettes Behind-the-scenes, “making-of” footage

Teasers Often, these short, conceptually ambitious “announcements” lack footage from the film itself

Standard Trailer A short film promoting a feature, combining story details, scenes from the feature

Mashups Combining the trailers for two very different movies into one, humorous

Long Trailer 4:00 minute trailer
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Teasers!

We will agree on technicalities and production further on in our training



COFFEE BREAK TIME!

Please, be back in 10’
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What’s the pre-production stage?

Link to App

https://lucid.app/lucidchart/fe11b9bd-e162-471c-8c11-a2eb4019a872/edit?viewport_loc=-1027%2C-43%2C3904%2C1596%2CUgd72pBB~.yU&invitationId=inv_a4a235a8-25e7-424f-80c3-4f354af5d6a4


What’s the pre-production stage?

Pre-production is the work done on a product, especially a film or broadcast program 
before full-scale production begins

Elements of video production such as the script, casting, location scouting, equipment and crew, and 
the shot list all happen during pre-production. Pre-pro is the planning stage. 

Unfortunately, spending the appropriate amount of time in pre-production to nail down the video’s 
concept is often an overlooked step in the production process.



❖ Logline
❖ Outline
❖ Treatment
❖ Screenplay
❖ Storyboard

Pre-Production - Book trailers



A one-sentence summary or synopsis of a book is known as a logline. 

The key parts of a screenplay—the main character, setting, major conflict, and 
antagonist—are condensed into a clear, short teaser in loglines.

The idea is to construct a logline that tempt the listener/reader to go through the 
rest of the script.

Logline



Logline - Example

The Matrix

“A computer hacker learns from mysterious rebels about the true 
nature of his reality and his role in the war against its controllers.”



Logline - Your turn!

● The Terminator
● Harry Potter
● Lord of the Rings
● Finding Nemo
● The Godfather

Create a Logline for the next films:

You have 15 minutes to complete the task!



Logline - Your turn!

The Terminator

A human soldier is sent from 2029 to 1984 to stop an almost 
indestructible cyborg killing machine, sent from the same year, which 
has been programmed to execute a young woman whose unborn son 

is the key to humanity’s future salvation.



Logline - Your turn!

Harry Potter

An orphaned boy enrolls in a school of wizardry, where he learns the 
truth about himself, his family and the terrible evil that haunts the 

magical world.



Logline - Your turn!

Lord of the Rings

A shy young hobbit named Frodo Baggins inherits a simple gold ring that 
holds the secret to the survival–or enslavement–of the entire world.



Logline - Your turn!

Finding Nemo

Nemo, a clown fish who survived a tragic attack, is abducted by a boat and 
netted up and sent to a dentist’s office in Sydney, making his dad and a friend 

look for him.



Logline - Your turn!

The Godfather

The ageing patriarch of an organized crime dynasty transfers 
control of his clandestine empire to his reluctant son.



A script outline or screenplay outline is a scene-by-scene 
breakdown of our trailer. 

The outline helps us turn our logline into a full-articulated story. 

Outline
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It's a document written in prose, that tells the story that happens in your screenplay. 
It is a synopsis, with action, sparse dialogue, and works as a roadmap for the reader, 

producer, and writer.

It will condense the story, giving more detail than in the logline, and using the 
outline as a guideline for what’s going to be included. 

In our case, it will extend within half a page.

Treatment (or synopsis)



The story of Harry Potter begins as he is about to celebrate is eleventh birthday. Up until 
this time, Harry’s birthdays have come and gone like any other day; they have been 

nothing worth celebrating. You see, Harry has lived in a cupboard under the stairs in his 
Uncle Vernon’s and Aunt Petunia’s house. He has never received a birthday present 
worth remembering. His very few possessions have been the hand-me-downs of his 

cousin Dudley. Harry has never known why the Dursley’s have never treated him well. 
All he knows is that his mother and father died in a car crash and he came to live with the 

Dursley’s when he just one year old.

But all things will forever change on Harry’s eleventh birthday. He learns from a letter, 
given to him by an unknown, very large person name Hagrid, that he is not just a regular 
person. He learns that like his mother and father, he too is a wizard. Harry’s life changes 
in an instant. The letter he receives is an acceptance and invitation to study at Hogwarts 

School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Treatment (or synopsis) - Example



Upon arriving at Hogwarts, Harry is sorted into the Gryffindor House by the Sorting 
Hat. At Hogwarts, Harry will learn what it means to be Wizard. He will learn many 

things about wizardry from his teachers and Head Master, Dumbledore. He will learn 
that not all people come from wizard families. Some, called Muggles, will also study at 

Hogwarts. For the first time, he will meet and make friends. Hermione Granger (Muggle 
born) and Ron Weasley (Wizard ), will help Harry through a most challenging first year 

at Hogwarts.

Harry’s first year at Hogwarts will be challenging as he comes to learn more about his 
past and the death of his parents. Not only did Harry learn on his eleventh birthday that 

he was a wizard, but he also learned that his parents died at the hands of a wizard 
practicing dark magic: Voledmort. And although, Voldemort attempted to kill Harry, 

something saved him. Instead of Harry dying, Voldemort lost his powers. Harry is 
reminded of that fateful night each time he looks in the mirror and sees a lightening bolt 

scar on his forehead and as others greet him famously wherever he goes.

Treatment (or synopsis) - Example



Harry will experience many life threatening situations during his first year. These 
situations will arise as he comes to learn more about Voldemort and those that follow 
him. Every experience Harry, Hermione, and Ron will find themselves in, will bring 

Harry closer to the one that must not be named, Voldemort.

Treatment (or synopsis) - Example



A screenplay, often known as a script, is writing created by screenwriters for a 
film, television show, or video game, in our case, for book trailers.

 These screenplays can be original or adaptations of previously published 
material. The characters’ movements, actions, expressions, and dialogues are 

also described in them.

Screenplay



Font

Courier typeface in size 12 is required for screenplays. People in the film and television 
industries have chosen this size and typeface for readability over the years. It also provides a 
decent method for estimating the length of the film.

Page Numbers

Page numbers are present at the top of the right margin on a page. The numbers are followed 
by a period. The only pages without a number are the title page and the first page.

Page Margins

The top and right margins are each set to one inch. The bottom margin is a quarter-inch wide, 
while the left margin is 1.5 inches wide.

Screenplay



Screenplay - Example



Slug lines:
INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT
EXT. MAIN MARIBOR SQUARE - DAY
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involved (first time that a character 
appears, you write it on CAPITALS)
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Slug lines:
INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT
EXT. MAIN MARIBOR SQUARE - DAY

Action Lines:
Describe what’s happening in the scene, 
relevant scenario notes, attrezzo, characters 
involved (first time that a character 
appears, you write it on CAPITALS)

Character lines
So to indicate who’s talking

Dialogue lines
What’s being said



Link to CeltX

Screenplay - Your turn

https://www.celtx.com/


Storyboard

A storyboard is a graphic organizer that plans a narrative. 

Storyboards are a powerful way to visually present information; the linear 
direction of the cells is perfect for storytelling, explaining a process, and showing 

the passage of time. 

At their core, storyboards are a set of sequential drawings to tell a story. By 
breaking a story into linear, bite-sized chunks, it allows the author to focus on each 

cell separately, without distraction.
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You made it through the pre-production…!

Now it’s your turn to work



For the next meeting, you will need to:
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For the next meeting, you will need to:

1. Choose a book of your choice
2. Create a logline
3. Develop the treatment or synopsis
4. Create an outline of your trailer
5. Put together a screenplay for your trailer
6. Create a storyboard for your trailer
7. Download OpenShot, create an Adobe account


